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	From A.D. 711 to 1492, Spain was part of the Muslim Empire. As more and more people came to Spain from other regions, the Spanish Muslim state prospered. The peaceful and open society created an atmosphere where Muslims, Christians, and Jews were able to participate in government and commerce. Muslim Spain soon became wealthy and illustrious, and art, architecture, and learning were lavishly patronized by the caliphs, rulers, and merchants.
	One of the most notable accomplishments of the inhabitants of Muslim Spain was the elaborate and beautiful poetry they created. Poetry flourished from the eleventh through thirteen century in al-Andalus. The poets of al-Andalus used the Arabic language and its complex sounds and rhythms as inspiration, and combined it with the unique imagery, atmosphere, and emotion of Spain to create unique Andalusian poetry. These poems were full of images of gardens, fountains, palaces, love and friendship, and the pleasures and sorrows of Andalusian days. It can be said that since Islam discourages the painting or depicting of visual images, the artists of Muslim Spain instead used words to create vivid landscapes and communicate powerful ideas.

Sensory detail:  words or phrases used to create images that appeal to the reader’s senses-sight, sound, taste, smell, and touch.
· “a beautiful fountain bombarding the sky” (sight)
· “bubbling water” (sound)
· “a mouth so sweet” (taste)
Personification:  the giving of inanimate objects or animals human-like qualities
· “water smiles revealing pretty teeth”
· “trees bend over and kiss the ground”
Simile:  a direct comparison between two unlike things using words such as “like” or “as.”  The purpose of a simile is to give the reader a vivid new way of looking at one of the things.
· “shooting stars that leap as agile as acrobats”
· “race toward the basin like terrified vipers”
Andalusian Poem Instructions
1.  Choose an aspect of nature that is featured in Shabanu. This may include a landscape, an animal, the sand storm, or a geographic place. It may NOT be a person.
2.  Brainstorm ideas and complete the web below by recording details for each of the senses represented on the web. This is due on Wednesday, November 12th.
3.  Compose a poem that contains one of each of the following types of figurative language: sensory detail, personification, and simile. Try to capture the feel, the sights, the sounds, and the smells from the scene.  
4.  Write a rough draft of your poem. It must be at least ten lines. It does NOT need to rhyme. The rough draft is due on Friday, November 14th.
5.  You will type your poem in your computer class. Your computer teacher will give you the due date for the final product.
Topic: ________________________


What I see:




What I hear:




What I smell:




What I feel:




What I taste:




















