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Complete Subjects and Predicates

Asentenceisagroupofwordsthatexpresse!acomp|etethought.Every
;il;d;"nt",i." has two basic parts: a subject and a predicate.

The compleie subiect includes all the words that tell whom or what the sentence

is about.

Wldlif e conservatio nists monitor endan gered animhls'

The complete predicate includes the vdrb and alt the words that tell what the

subject is or what the subject does'

Endan gered animals' E:gg!!-glote.etion

Identifying Complete Subjects and Complete Predicates

Underline the complete subject once and the complete predicate twice'

Exnnan: The blue whale needs b{otedtlon frc

1, The clearing of forests destroys many animals' habitats'

2. Some animals cannot adapt to new environments'

3. New laws protect the habitat of many threatened animals' '

4. American bison became an endangered species in the 1800s'

5. The bison herd is growing once again'

6. Dangerous chemicals in the water and on land poison some types of animals

and birds.

7. National parks provide a safe plice for animals to live'--

8. The Califoinia condor populatioh is getting bigger'

g.Manyscientistsareworkingtosavethegiantpanda.

10. The Asiatic lion and the Bengal tiger still face extinction'

11. Endangered animals are the group most in danger of becoming extinct'

12. Threatened animals maY be at risk as well'

13. Zoos raise some endangered animals in captivity'

14. Peregrine falcons and Hawaiian geese have been raised successfully this way'

15. Grown animals are released into wildlife refuges br national parks'

te. Pelican lsland in Florida was the first federal wildlife refuge in the u' S'

lT.TheFishandWildlifeServicehelpstopreserveendangeredanimals'
lE.TheWorldWildlifeFundraisesmoneyforconservationprograms.
lg.About40kindsofbirdsbecameextinctintheiast200years..
20.TwolostspeciesarethepassengerpigeonandtheCarolinapbrakeet.

21. The California grizzly bear could not be saved from extinction'
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: -,,esrh4 rs a clause?

A clause is a group of words that contains both a subject and a verb, There are two
kinds.of clauses, independent and dependent.

An independent clause expresses a complete thought and can stand alone as a

sentence. An indbpendent.clause is'alsfcalled a main clause.

We allwaULbargains.

SUEIECT VEFB.;
A dependent clause may contain a subject and a verb, but it does not express a

ccmplete thought. lt cannot stand alsrd as a sentence. Another name for a

dependent clause.is a subordinate clause. Dependent elauses are often introduced

by words such as becduse, when, if, while, or that.'"

whenweb+ythings.,.
SUBJECT VEHE

i A dependent clause can be joined to an independent clause to..expres$ a complete

thought..
' 

We allwant bargains when we buythings.

Identifying Independent and Ilependent Clauses
ldentify'each boldfaied group of words by writing IND for independent clause and

. DEP for dependent clause. 
.

1. Anyone with a checking account keeps track of the checks thathe or she writes.

2. Ycur check ,"gio", is a reeord of your rhecks and their amounb. .'

3. Veronica, who is a very organized persbn,'keeps good financial records.

4. lf you don't keep tragk of your funds, you might wrtie a bad check.

5. A bad check is calleC bad becalse there is nc money in your accountto pay iL

6. An orderly registertellst*re dxast amoqnt of money in your account.

7. tf y6u have little or no money left, you cannd,t write ay more checks.

8. A bank charges an extra fee whenever your funds wont cover your checks.

9. Eaeh month, the bank sends you a statement that shgws whatcarne into sr
wentout of the aceount.

10. Every bank has its own rules about what fees it charges-

11. A checking account that has a certain amount of money'in it will earn interest.

12. Before Andrew opened his checking agcount, he asked about the banKs fees.

Gxemler, Usec,.$D bG@Alfics B@K
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g lvhat rs a Clause?

A. Identifying Independent and Dependent Clauses

Identify each botdfaced group of words by writing IND for independent clause or

DEP for dependent clause.

1. My favorite siore went out of business becagse itwas losing money.

2. The store made many sales, but the prices muSt have been too low.
t,

.S, Perhaps the problem was th{Se expensesi were simplytoo high'

4. When the store baid its own hills' there was no money left'

5. Naturally, the,peoPle who owned the store werent happy'

6. The Gwnels announed that they were selling the store'
-. 'i

7. Although the store hhs been dosed for six mondts' l'still miss i.t.

. 
B. I had hoped to work at that store when I was old enough for a jOb.

9. Doesnt the activity in a stcre appea! to you?

. :.j.:: 1' 
-; 

"i: .: l:I .'

10. Maybe the matl wherq ttre 3tbrewas charged a high rent' :

11, lf I ever start a store of my own, I'll watch costs carefully.

12. Before I ope.n the store, l'll learn-.more about running a {o1'

B.Idenffiing and Correcting Fragments :.

This p'aragraph inciudes three dependent clauses that are not attached as they

should be to independent clauses. Rewtite the paragraph, connectir'tg the

dependent clausgs to independent clauseq- 
.

Most teenagers get an allowance. They can spend this money. However

they choose. Some tlens spend the money on clothing and other items that

they need. Others spend their allowance carelessly on things. Thai are soon'

thrown away. Manyteens save some of their allowance- Teens who save will'
have rnoney, When they really need h.-
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^-. -,I l^^rnr...rrrrrl Senfene.gs TeachittgB Simple and ComPound Sentences
-7

A simple sentence has one iridependent clause and no dependent clauses' Even a

simplesentencecanbeelaborate,anditmayhavecompoundpartg.

The squirrelfound and buried the nut (compound verb)

A compound sentenee has two or more independent clauses io.ined together' but

no dependent clauses. The clauses must be close in thought' They may be joined

by a coordinaiing coniunction (with a comma) or by a semicolon'

. The squirrel climbed the bird feeder'-and the birds flew away'

' ' The squinel climbed fre bird feeder;rtre birds flew away'

. The coordinating ionjunctions are the following:

for and .no' ' or but' so Yet

Identifying Kinds of Se4tences

.ldentifyeachsentencebelowwithSforsimpleorGDforcompound.

llGregshoveledthesnowandhisbrotherbeganaSnowscu|pture..

2- The boat nosed up to thd dock; our trip was finalty over'

3. Tom and Gail quickly cut and stacked the firewood'

4. Severalpeople listened, but nobody volunteered'

5. Sheila calts it a dragonfly; I cait it a darning needle'

6. Did you and Lee walk or ride to your dance class? : !

7. Gina and Dave plcked the wildflowerq, and we.a.nanged them'

8. The clown made u t ."; the child burst into laughter'

g.Hermotherwenttothetradeshow,butDoreenstayedhom'e'

l0.Wangandhisbrotherlookedattheprob|emandspottedthesolution.

11. Mrs. Ballak may be in court, oi she may be in her office'

12. Snow fell; winter was now upon us'

13. Kathy phoned. this morning, but our phone was outoJ ordejr'

14. The radio crackled with static and then went out'

15. We could play a video garire, or we could go to Jim's house' '

16. Lou has beep baking bread, and Connie is making a big salad'
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e simple and cornpound sentences
A. fdentifying Kinds of Sentences
ldentify each sentence berow with s t"r r*0" orlo for compound.
1' Everyone prayed pretry wefr, but renny scored the winning basket.
2' Jaime and.Ana sorted the photob and then framed them.
3. Jaime did most of the work,.but Ana helped.

a. Todhi went to the mall on.Saturday; Jody stayed home.
5' The motorcycres roared around the curve and raced dovrrn the track..

.5' wll you stay home, or will you come with us to the movies?
7, I wrote her several times, but I never received an answer.
8. Charlene clutched at the brake; the bike finally stopped.
9. Tony washed and.dried the dishes and cups.

10. Lawyers argue cdses, but judges decide them.
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2' You can wark to schoof touayffi

3. The *h?f" shark is the largest
:(D-.J
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4. Margarita.hurt her feg. She d,Uffi
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g Comnler Sentences Teaclting
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A complex sentence has one independent clause and one or more dependent

clauses.
' 

Fossils, as you may know. are the remains of plarrb aid animalsthat lived thousands or

millions gf yeais ago, {The two dependenf clauses are underlined')

Each dependent clause starts with words such as aften althottgh, who, which,

. when, until, where, so that, and slnce. These clauses can tell where, when, and

why something happened or can give more infdrmation about.the people and

*

A. Understanding Complex Sentences

In each complex sentence below find and underline the independent clausei witli '

these words.

Scientists believe
Fossils have been found' 
Fossils indicate

Then underlinb each dependent clause hrtrice-

1. Fossils have been found wherever scientists have searched har:d.

2. Scientists beliete that most species'of plants and animals died out without

leaving any fossils.

3. Fossils indicate that deserts were once sea bottoms'

4. Fossils that closely resemble living animals indicate'that subcessful animals do

. not change much over time.

. E. Because new evidence links birds an{ din'osaurs, sci'entists bqlieve that birds

may be the descendents of dinosaurs. , :.

6. Although their exact age cannot be determin6d, fossils have.been found in

different layers of rock, which indicate relative ages'

7. Because nests of baby dinosaurs have been found, scientists believe that

these ancient creatures cared for their young for some time'

g. Even though we cannot guess at the colors of prehistcric flowers, fossils

. indicate that flowering plants date ftom about 138 million years ago.

B. Undeistanding Complex Sentences

ln each of these complex sentences, underline only the.independent clause'

1. Since Eldon hates airplanes,. he'll probably take the.train even thouO! it is slow.

?. lf you see Rita, please t€;tl her to retum my lunchbox that she boriowed last week-

3. someone forgot to rnrater the ro-ses that grow in the side yard.

4. Wherever you go, you'll find interesting people whom ygu can write about'

5. Although the farmer is ready, the ground is still.too wet to plow.

things involved.
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e Complex Sentences

A. t:-ndersfxldin g Complex Sentences
In each of these complex sentences, underline eaqh indepdndent clause once andeach dependent clause twice... --."'--r-'
1' Untilyou change those strings, ybur banjo wont sound very good.
2. Darryl looked after my dog while lwas away.

1. .?yn 
your backpack when you corRe to school today.

. 4' When my grandmother was young, she listened to Frank Sinatra records.
5. Unless Iam wrong, peaches Were first grown inChina.
6. Linda will lend weithe book when she has finished it:
7. The announcer whose voice is so preasant has switched to the morning

drive time.
8. write about four experience whire it is stiil fresh in your mind.
9. In this plan, you pay as you go.

10. None of the poems that I lilie best are in this anthology. . . .

B. IdentiSing Kinds of Sentences

2' Fossils in lowei rayers are order;thos6 in higher rayers are younger.

3, The oldest fossirs of any group of,living things are simpler than the mor6,recent fossils are. .

4' To scientists, this is clear evidence that plants and animals change over time.
5' The oldest fossiis are approximatety 3.b biilion years ord.

6' These ancient fossils are traces of bacteria, which are onecelled organisms.

7. Animals witiout backbones came into being about 700 miilion years ago,but animals with backbones did not appear untir aboirt s00 miilion years ago.

I' If you could traver in time,wourd you goio the time of the dinosaurs?

9. Even the ah rnust have smelled difFerent that long ago! ' ' '
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A compound-complex sentenee has two or more independent clauses a;nd one or

more dependent clauses.

The Great Barrier Heef that lies sff the eoast of Australia is the largest in the world; the reef

off the cobst of Belize is the largest in the Western Hemisphere.

A.Identiffing Clauses
ln each compoLind-complex sentence below, the dependent clause is underlined.

ldentify the sentence parts named in the parentheses. Write the sentence parts on

the line. a

1. Before the Spanish conouered Peru. the Incas had built a walled city called

Machu Picchu; this tour visits the ruins of that city.

(simple subject ahd verb of the first independent clause)

' (simple subjeit and verb of the second independent clause)

2. The Grand Canyon is a stunning sight, but Yosemite National Park also has

many impressive features that you.will never foroet-

(simple subject bnd verb of the first independent clause)

(simple subject and verb of the dependent clause)

3. New Orleans is known for its lively French Quarter; and visitors who havg an

interest in historv will enjoy a tour of the historic sites.

(simple subjdct and verb of the dependent clause)

tsimple subject and verb of the second independent elause)

B. Identiffing (inds of Sentences
ldentify each senience below with CD for compound, CX for complex, or GD-CX

for compound+omplex.

.1. Stay a little longer if you like.

2. Altl'rotjgh my dog can play the piano, he does not do it weli, and nobody asks

him for encores.

3. After the last song, the musibians.packed up their instruments and got on the bus.

4. No one'should ride on a motorcyc{e unless he or she wears a helmet.

5. l'll go if I can, but several events are scheduled for that day.

6. Spring carne and went quickly, but I was ready for summer.

7. When you called, I was'reading a book; now l.can't find my place.
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e Compound-Complex Sentences

A.Identiffing Clauses
In each compound-complex sentence below, draw parentheses around each
independent clause and underline each dependent clause.

1. A tourist attraction that also has practical importance is the PAnama Canal; both
cruise ships and frbighters pass through it daily.

2. ls the Sears Tower in Chicago stillthe tallest building in the world, or have any

buildings that have gonS up recently takenthat honor?

,3. When the last tsar of Russia yvbs arrested by revolutionaries, he and his family
were hiding at a palace near St. Petersburg; now that palace is open to tourists.

4. Mouni Fuji in Japan has become so popular with tourists that crowding has

become a real problem, but I would.still like to travelthere.

5. You can take'a large cruise ship to see the glaciers of Alaska, or yeu can ride a
smaller boat that can go closer to the coast and its icy covering.

6. I'd like to see the North Pole, but lwill never go where it is that cold!
.

B. Identi$ing Kinds of Sentences
ldentify each sentence below with S for simple, GD for compound. GX for
complex, or CD-GX for compound-complex

1. My aunt has joined an investment club that investigates and buys stocks, and
she has made a little profit already. : .

2. The Great Barrier Reef forms a natur-al breakwater for thb coast of hcirtheast
Australia and attrActs tourists from all over the world.

3. Just thinking is not enough; you'must think of something.

4. We had gone only a little way into the cave befpre our flashlight went out.

5. Although snow was predicted, the temperature has stayed above freezing,
so rain is falling instead.

6. ls the universe expanding, or is it contracting

7. After the holiday dinner is ove[ my brother washes dishes and I dry them.

8. The last car of the poky old freight train is just now coming into.view.

9. Everyone who saw the movie fra's.titeO it, so I'm going tonight.

10. We tried hard, but the job was harder than we expected.
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