Annotating a Text
Annotation is a method of commenting on or explaining text.  Why should you annotate?  
     Annotation is a form of conversation with a text.  Conversation is defined as the spoken exchange of thoughts, opinions, and feelings.  When you read and comprehend the words on the page, you have one part of the conversation – the part where you are listening.  When you think critically about what you are reading and respond to what the author is saying to you, your annotations supply the other side of the conversation. – Michael Degan of Jesuit College Preparatory in Dallas
You will use a combination of the following:
· Number the paragraphs in the selection you are planning to read.  Paragraph numbers will act as a reference so you can easily refer to a specific section of the text.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Make brief comments in the margins.  (Express agreement/disagreement, make predictions, connect ideas)
· Mark within the text:
· Highlight or underline key words or phrases.
· Write a question mark next to a paragraph containing concepts you do not understand.
· Circle any words or phrases that you do not understand.
· Write an exclamation point next to information that really stands out to you.
· Never underline an entire passage.  Doing so takes too much time and loses effectiveness.  
*The most common complaint about annotating is that it slows down your reading.  Yes, it does.  That’s the point.
