The Big Wave Project
Haiku History
	A haiku is a three line poem consisting of 17 syllables: 5 in first line, 7 in second line, 5 in third. Haiku is subtle and simple, conveying scenes and moods with great sensitivity. A haiku often includes a reference to nature or to a particular event. The essence of haiku is not descriptive; instead, it presents the reader with a series of images which, when connected with the reader’s imagination, yield a wealth of associations, visions and emotions. Most haiku is written in the present tense. Haiku usually describes nature or a fleeting moment in time. The first two lines are brief observations about the subject of the poem. The final line is a comment about the essence of the topic, a point is made and the heart is touched.
	Haiku, the shortest form of poetry developed in Japan, emerged in the late seventeenth century. Haiku is still so popular today that dozens of magazines are entirely devoted to this poetry, and newspapers carry daily haiku columns. Most educated Japanese can easily write a haiku, but it is the most talented poets who can write poems of professional excellence.
	Example haiku:
Haiku, a poem,
Five, seven, five syllables.
Life frozen in words.

Line one sets the stage,
Line two tells more about it.
Line three is the heart.

In ancient Japan,
Matsuo Basho wrote Haiku.
Timeless verse still lives.

Haiku by Matsuo Basho
Old pond
A frog leaps in
The sound of water.


Haiku Assignment
· You will write 5 haiku based on the novel The Big Wave by Pearl S. Buck.
· You must follow the rules for a correct haiku
· 5, 7, 5 syllable scheme
· Your haiku must use words to pain an image that helps the reader imagine the scene and understand its mood
· You must illustrate each haiku. You may use any pictures, drawings, symbols
· Your haiku topics:
· Haiku 1- Exposition
· Haiku 2- Rising Action
· Haiku 3- Climax
· Haiku 4- Falling Action
· Haiku 5- Resolution


Theme Assignment
[bookmark: _GoBack]	A theme is the message about life or human nature that is conveyed by a literary work. Write a well-constructed 7 sentence paragraph to identify and describe a theme in the novel The Big Wave by Pearl S. Buck. Be sure to follow all guidelines for acceptable writing. You may use this sheet for brainstorming. The paragraph must be written or typed on your own paper.



Haiku 1- Exposition
	Characters and setting are introduced
	Background is explained
	



Haiku 2- Rising Action
	Difficulties or problems arise 




Haiku 3- Climax
	Action reaches its greatest intensity
	The turning point in the plot or story




Haiku 4- Falling Action
	Action which follows the climax
Leads to the end resolution



Haiku 5- Resolution
	How the difficulties or problems are solved
