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^it'Smallpox lnoculation

The first breakthrough in inoculation (introducing a weak form of a
disease to treat or prevent a disease) against the small pox disease
was made in China. Smallpox, or Variola-a deadly vinrs disease
charactenzedby skin blisters drying to scab-coated pustules and
leaving crater like scars<xisted in Europe, Asia, srrd Africa from
the tenth century onward. The technique of inoculation, or
variolation, was first publically recogruzedin China when the
eldest son of Prime Minister V/ang Dan (A.D. 957-1017) died of
smaftrox. Hoping to prevent the same thing from happening to
other family memberso Wang Dan srunmoned physicians and other
specialists from all over China. A Daoist monk brought the
technique of inoculation to Wang Dan and introduced it to Chinese
physicians in the capital. They continued to experiment with 
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inoculation, and by the sixteenth century it was widely practiced
against smallpox in China.


