
The Chof lenges of fmperial Ruf e

Thegovernmentql power in imperiol Chinq wqs vested in the emPeror,

who wos considered the "Son of Heeven," chosen by God to rule Chino. For the

Chinese,the emperor ruled the world and hod power over tian xra, or

"everything under the sun." As the Son of Heaven,'fhe emperor presid ed over

both ref igious ond politicol qffoirs, qnd wos considered the mediotor between

people qnd the forces of noture.

A burequcrotic government is chqr aclerized by o speciqlizotion of

functions ond q hierorchy of outhori{. fn imperiol Chinq, the emperor wqs qt

the top of the hierorchy. To monqgethe vost territory eff ectively, however,

emperors oppointed off iciql inspectors, tox collectors, qnd other

odministrotors to trovel through the country to corry out imperiql rule. The

emperor recognized the needfor o government burequcrocy qnd ottempted to

select the group most quolif ied to qct os bureoucrots.

A government in which power is bestowed on the bosis of fomily

relqtionships is cqlled nepotistic. During the early portion of theZhou

Dynosty (1054-2218.C.), for exomple, Chinese emPerors exlended their

control over the country through the use of o nepotistic Aovernment. Zhou

emperors put their.relqtives in chorge of the provinces largely to ensure o

loyol bureoucrocy. :

An oristocrccy is cr government in which power is vested in o smqll,

privileged closs.,For exomple, in 7718.C., the ormies of powerful qristocrots

invoded theZhou copitol qnd drove out the rulers. Off iciolly, the Zhou still

ruled Chino, but the ones with reol power were the qristocrots who controlled

the strongest provinces.

The system of meritocrocy, in which the tqlented qre chosen to help

rule through o civil-service exominqtion, wqs first conceived in China. The Sui

ond eorly Tong rulers used exqminqtions to identify quolif ied condidqtes for
public office. fnitiolly only oristocrqts could offord fo study f or these exoms.

Later,however, Tong ond 5on9 leoders recruited civil servonts from other

clqsses.



Nsme Dote Core

Chollenges of f mperiol Rule Simulotion Questions

1. How did i'f feel to be the ? (Emperor, Chqncellor,

weolthy person, scholor, or relotive)

Z. Whqt werethe moin orguments for the scholqrs being best suited to qct os

government officiqls?

For the weolthY?

For the relotives of the EmPeror?

3. How did youfeel qbout the Emperor's decision? Why?

4. Which group do you think should be eligible tor government positions? why?


