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The Enlightenment

Man is born ftee, and eaerywhere he is in chains'

-Jean Jacques Rousseau

rf
-H"* the late 1600s to the late 1700s' a group of

philosophers had a great influence on political

events. These thinkers were part of a'movement

called the Enlightenment' Most Enlightenment

thinkers supported human rights and religious

and political freed'om' Because the Enlightenment

challenged long-stand'ing authorities such as kings'

it encouraged the American and French Revolutions'

The Enlightenment also influenced European rulers

tomakereformsintheircountries.Amongthese
reforming rulers were Frederick II of Prussia and

Catherine the Great of Russia'

The ideas of Locke'

Montesquieu, and

Rousseau contributed
to the creation of
modem democacY'

lllho believed in
separation of
govemment
powers?
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tohn Locke
1632-1704
I Governmenfs Power is limited'

I Peoole have natural rights' sudr as

l'de.libertY, and ProPerty'

Charles'Louis Montesquieu
1689-1755
I The powers of government

should be seParated into

separate bnnches.

lean-lacques Rousseau

17I2-1TIA
r Governments should exPress the

will of the geoPle'
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right to cre-ate and enforce laws'



Sohn Lecke
[t*rou9# yCIu risfu, ac'E"es& E'or your beliefs

!m peoPEe's rfghts?

When did he live? 1632-1704

Where did he live? EngtanO and the Netherlands

What did he do? Locke worked as a professor' physician' and govemment

off,cial. He wrote about the human mind' science' Sovemment' reiigion' and

other toPics.

/'Men being, as has

been said, bY nature,

all free, equal, ar

independent, no t .

canbe...subjected
to the Political Power

of anothel without

his own consent. The

only waY wherebY anY

one divests himself

of his natural libeity

. . . is bY agreetng

with other men to

ioin and unite into a

communitY."
-John Locke, from

S eco n d Treoti se of Civ i !
Govemment

Why is he important? Locke believed in

the right of common people to tliink and wor-

ship as they Pleased and to own property' He

ufto nua great faittr in saence and peopie's basic

goodness. Not everyone liked his ideas' At one

ioint Locke fled to Holland to avoid arrest by

iortri.ur enemies. r,oci<!s-iae1 * 1"itff.l"-"
pollUcal leforms in the West for some 300 years'

Drawing Inlerences Why do you think some peopte

disliked Locke's ideas?
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