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Nome Dote Core

The HundredYears' Wor

Whena king wcs o vassal io qnother ktng,therewos sure to be

t?'ouble. When they were the kings of France ond England, and eoch wos

determined to hold on to what wqs his, it odded up to 116 years of trouble.

The HundredYears'Wsr, os it wqs colled, wos not continuous by ony meclns;

therewerelong lulls in the fighting and many distracfions; revolts, politicol

disputes, and the plague yeors.

Therehadbeen bod blood between English and French rulers since

fhe Normon.invqsion. Eoch fried to stir up trouble for the other. The English

hod allies in Fronce opposed fo the French king. The French helped the
Scots f ight the English ond stirred up the people of Aguitaine ogoinst

English rule. fn 1337 , nine yeors after Philip Vf wqs crowned the French

king, Edword fff of Englond cloimed the throne wos rightfully his, ond the

war wos officiolly on. Still, little hoppened until 1346 when both armies met

of Crecy.

'TheFrench army wos made up of 15,00 0 Genoese mercenaries

(sofdiers fram Genoo poid to fight). When the bottle storted, they were

tired from an 18-mile march in hecvy armor, and odding to their troubles, o

heavy rainstorm left their bowstrings wet ond neorly useless. The English

orchers were rested and hod kept their strings dry. This bottle wos

especially notable because the English brought three or four smoll connons

with them. TheFrench troops hod never heord the boom of q connonbefore

ond thought thot "6od thundered." The Genoe.se survived thot, but not the
volley of white orrows.thot hit them like o "snowstorm ." Crecy wcs o great

victory for Englond...

John the Good, who followad Philip to the throne, wos determined to
stop the roids of the Blqck Prince (son of Edword ffl) and get revengefor
the def eat at Crecy. With 60,000 men, John fqced an English ormy of only

10,000 men of Poitiers, but the English position wss so strong they def eoted

the French ond coptured John. French peosonts wererequiredto poy a high
.tax to rcnsom the king, and thot led to the Jocquerie revolt.

The English olso hod their troubles. For a time. Englond seemed to
pull together,and notionol pride ron strong. Then tqxes went up, hitting the
poor the hqrdest. Wat Tyler's Rebellion (1381) protested the head tox
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imposed on everyone over 15. Rioting olso occurred in London where the Lord

Choncellor, collector of the tox, wqs beheaded. The Black Deoth qlso visited

both counfries and took people's minds off of wor.

Latz.r, Henry V decided thqt wor would bring the notion together

olain and picked a quarrel with the French. Tn !4!5, ot Agincourf, o French

army of 50,000 met Henry's army of 7.000 to 8,000 men. Again,

circumston ces f avored the English. A heavy rqinstorm mode the lond over

which the French crossed so wet that their horsemen sonk deep in it.

Henry's men put shorpened stokes in the ground to stop the French covolry.

The bewild ered French fqced abarrage of orrows snd once agoin suffered o

humilioting defeat.

After nearly 100 yeors of fighting,however, o French teenage

peosont girl, Joan of Arc, rollied the French troops. Although the English

eventuof ly coptured and killed Joon, it was too lqte. The French drove the

English from their country in 1453.


