
Matu-
Da*a
br8-

y of EuropePhysical Geograph
Location: Eruope is located in the
eastem hemisphere. It is west of the'
continent of Asia and north of the
continent of Africa- It is bordered by the
Arctic Ocean to tbe north, the Atlantic
Ocean to the west, the Mediterranean Sea
and the Black Sea to the soutb, and the
Ural Mountains to the east. The entire
continent is located in the northern
hemisphere (above the equator).

Size: Of the seven contix.ents, Europe ranks sixth in area. Only Australia is smaller. Its total area is
4,066,000 square miles (10,532,000 baz), which mekes it about 500,000 square miles (1,300,000 kmr)
larger thaa the United States. The greatest north-south distance asross the continent is about 3,000
miles (4,800 km). From east to west the greatest distance is about 4,000 miles (6,400 km). The
highest point on the continent is on Mount Elbrus 18,481 feet (5,633 n), and the lowest is on the shore
of the Caspian Sea, 92 feet (28 m) below sea level.

Climate The climate of Europe is generally mild; however, there are areas tlat get very cold or very
hot. Except in the far north and south, summen are usually warm to cool and winters mild to coid.
Precipitation is moderate. In &e far nortb, short, cool sun:mers are followed by long, eold winiers. In
the south, srunmers are usually hot and dry and winters are mild. Little or m.oderate precipitation falis
annualiy.

The most imFortant feature of Europe's climate is winds that blow across the continent from the
rr-- Atlantic Ocean. These winds are warmed by the waters of the Atlantic and help keep the climate mild,

even in areas close to the Arctic Circle.

Landforms: Europe is basically a gigantic penidsula that is attached to Asia. Among the important
landforms are peninsulas, plains, mormtains, islands, and rivers.

. Of fte many European peninsulas the largest are the Scandinavian, Iberian, Apenni:re, and Balkan
peninsulas and Jutland.

A huge plain stretches across the continent from north-central Er:rope to the Ural Mountains in Russia.
The smaller Great Hungarian Plain is located il the center of eastern Europe.

Most of the mountains of Eurqre ae located in the north and south. Iceland, northern United
Kingdom, Norway, and Sweden are motmtainous areas. The Iberian Peainsula is dominated by a large
plateau bordered by mormtains of the $nenee,s. The mountainous Apenniue Penin$ia extends
southward from the Alps. The Carpathian Mountains, the mountains of the Balka:r Peninsul4 and the
Caucasus Mountains cover much of southeastEurope.

Included as part of t.he contilent are thousands of islands. The largest are Great Britain, keland,
Iceland, Sardinia, and Sicily. Dozens of small islands are clustered in the British Isles, Baltic Sea, and
Aegean Sea.

Many impodant and usefirl rivers flow across Er:rope. The longest, the Volg4 is located in eastem'
Europe. The Danube, Don, and Rhine are principal water routes in their regions.
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