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Using Instagram with Your Students 

Recent studies show that more than 52% of teens choose Instagram as their go-to social media outlet. If you teach teenage students, then you are teaching avid users of the image-driven social platform, which now boasts over 400 million members. Instagram has become a powerful tool for connecting people via photography and graphic designs and images.
1.)   Get Approval and Be Transparent:
Before you even consider creating an Instagram account as an online community for your students, get approval from your school’s administration first. Every district has a specific social media policy, which you will have to abide by. Since this account is for educational purposes, you should share the Instagram website url with administrators and parents as well as on your teacher website.
2.)   Create an Account That is Specific to Your Classroom

Keeping your username professional and your account public allows easy access for students, parents, and administrators. 
Once you get the green light from administration, it’s time to create a new Instagram account that is used exclusively for education purposes. The username that you choose should be professional and simple. A handle like @MrJohnsonsMathClass communicates the educational nature of the page and is easy for students and parents to find. Remember that this account is an extension of you and your classroom so keep it professional. It is also recommended that you keep your page public so that users and non-users of instagram can access it from a mobile device or PC.
 3.)   Following: 0
The purpose of this account is to share educational posts with students and to moderate discussions. You can encourage your students to follow your page (they can still interact with your posts even if they are not followers), but forbear following any students back. The only place where you will interact with students is in the comments section of your posts.
4.) Keep Your Posts Simple and Use Captions
You don’t have to be a professional photographer or a graphic designer to post on Instagram. Simple images like a photograph of the homework assignment written on a white-board or a screen shot from a website will work fine. 
5.) Use #CustomHashtags
Your Instagram page will be a place where students can find informative posts and reminders as well as ask each other questions. Using a custom hashtag, like #MrsDeSotoAlgebra2 will make your posts searchable by class and allow students to contribute posts as well.

In the role of a moderator, a teacher can gently guide a discussion in a way that lets students draw their own conclusions. 
6.) Be A Moderator
My favorite aspect of using Instagram with students is having the hands-off role of the moderator. You will have to choose what your role will be, but it can be pretty awesome to sit back and watch your students answering each other’s questions and explaining their thinking. As the teacher, you can add a guiding question or thought to steer discussions where you want them to go.
7.) Teach Digital Citizenship
Never assume that your students know how to appropriately interact online. Set aside some class time to discuss ways to be a responsible digital citizen. This process will be a little shaky in the beginning, but students will quickly get the hang of communicating with each other and expressing themselves in an appropriate way. Be sure that you  model desired behavior and communicate clear expectations and consequences with students before you start.
10 Surprising Ways to Use Instagram in the Classroom

1. Showcase students’ work. Snap pictures of students’ artwork and other special projects to share on a private Instagram account only accessible to families and others in your school community.
2. Feature a student of the week. Invite students to alternate “taking over” your classroom Instagram account and sharing photos from their daily lives. Then have the featured student share his or her photos with the class.
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Capture field trip memories. Invite a student volunteer “archivist” to take photos on your field trips or during class parties and share them on your Instagram account.
4. Imagine how a famous person in history would use Instagram. Have students browse historical photos and create a bulletin board or poster display showing Abraham Lincoln’s or Buzz Aldrin’s Instagram feed.
5. Imagine what a favorite character would post. Challenge students to find photos that would appear in Harry Potter’s or Katniss Everdeen’s Instagram.
6. Share reading recommendations. Invite students to snap photos of their favorite books and then browse the photos in your feed for more ideas on what to read.
7. Record steps in a science experiment. Watch as a plant unfurls or a chemical compound slowly changes colors—and keep the changes preserved on Instagram.
8. Go on an ABC scavenger hunt. Challenge kids to find print in the world around them—on signs, packaging and in the mail.
9. Discover ideas for writing. Tap an “inspiration fairy” to take 10 photos that could serve as a prompt for writing—an empty bird’s nest, a For Sale sign and a broken doll, for instance.
10. Document student progress. Snap photos of student’s writing at the beginning and end of the year. Order inexpensive prints from sites such as Prinstagr.am to show students how far they have come!

