How to Annotate Text

Annotation is a method of commenting on, taking notes about, or explaining a text. To
annotate a text well, do the following:

1. Read the text twice, once for a general understanding and a second time for a detailed
understanding of the content.

2. Use a pencil. Your teacher may also allow you to use a highlighter. If so, you must make a
written comment for any passage you highlight. Never underline or highlight many
consecutive lines. Ask yourself, why is it important? Is it necessary?

3. Number the text’s paragraphs. Paragraph numbers actas a reference so you can easily
refer to a specific section of the text.

4. During the second reading, mark the text to record what you are thinking. Here are
some symbols to use when annotating.

A circle indicates a word or phrase you do not understand.

i A question mark indicates something you do not understand.
* A star indicates information you think is important.

e Underlining also indicates information that you think is important. You may,
for example, underline a topic sentence or other key point.

! An exclamation point indicates information you find surprising or interesting.

I dont think A written comment indicates your thoughts on the text. Written comments

thicic awice  are the best form of annotation because they reflect your specific reactions

or fair decision. 10 the text. Some reasons you may write a comment are to agree or disagree
with a point, to predict, to connect ideas, or to remember an idea.*

The most common complaint about annotation is that it slows down your reading. Yes, it
does. That's the point! If you read slowly you gain greater comprehension and
understanding of the text! ,

* If you do not like writing in books, just use some post-its. That way the text stays clean.






