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How to perform this play –  

 

This play is designed to be performed by performers literally in quarantine.  

 

Zoom, Google Meet, or other conferencing software: In this method, the HOST is the host, 

and can switch the camera to whoever is speaking at any given time. Audience members can 

subscribe to the conference as non-participants and watch. All cast members should be a part of 

the conference and watching it unfold.  

 

If you cannot use Zoom or live meetings: Actors may record their performances individually 

and then send them to the director. The director may splice the videos together, and add any 

other sound effects as needed. If you’ve paid for performance rights, it’s acceptable to send the 

compiled video to all participants, or put on a video sharing platform such as YouTube to be 

watched. If your performers are minors, it is highly encouraged (and possibly legally required) to 

make the video private.  

 

 

Technical Ideas 

 

Costumes: Performers are encouraged to create costumes for themselves out of whatever they 

have available.  

 

Set: Performers can also create their own sets, whether that involves stretching a blanket over a 

wall, or staging furniture and situations.  

 

Props: In various places in the script, it calls for somewhat specific props. It’s perfectly fine to 

substitute other props than the ones that are called for. A stuffed dragon could easily fill in for a 

stuffed bear, for instance. Use whatever is available.  

 

Gender of the performers: Any of the actors may be any gender. Adjust pronouns accordingly.  

 

Pets: In some scenes, the script calls for pet performers. These can be either cats or dogs or 

ferrets or fish, whatever you have handy. (Pets may also wear costumes) Try to cast performers 

who have pets in these roles – (if you don’t have pets, perhaps skip these parts) Pets may also be 

added to another as scene as desired. (Pets are fun!)  

 

Improvisation: Obviously, with animal performers, things can often go in unplanned directions. 

Actors are encouraged to improv and ad-lib as necessary in their interactions with animals. 

 

Size of the cast: Since double-casting is not really possible with a play of this time, each of the 

10 methods includes 2 vignettes – for a group smaller than 22, simply eliminate some of the 

vignettes, or you can double-cast parts and have actors play multiple roles.   

 

Length of the show: If you have a larger group, there is a longer version of this play available. 

This play runs about 50 minutes.  
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IF YOU ARE NOT IN QUARANTINE: Congratulations! This play may also be performed 

live in front of a live audience. Simply switch scenes when necessary.  

 

Cast of Characters 

 

HOST 

CO-HOST 

 

1. Fall in love with Inanimate Objects 

PETER 

LOU 

 

2. Perform in your own Musicals with your pets  

ELLA 

CAMERON 

 

3. Fun with Scissors – or, So Much Crafts.  

JOLENE 

PASCAL 

 

4. I am Good at Sports Now – No One Can Stop Me 

TASH 

MARIN 

 

5. William Shakesbear 

SAHRA 

REAGAN 

 

6. Catch Up on Your Studies 

ALISON 

TORRANCE 

 

7. Get Very Involved in the Lives of Squirrels Outside Your Window 

NEIMA 

ANNA 

 

8. Sleep, Live in Pajamas, Eat Chocolate 

TOBY 

JAMAL 

 

9. Tell Spooky Stories 

RACHEL 

ANDREW 

 

10. Megalomania 

JEFF 
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UDER 
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 Camera up on the HOST.  

 HOST’s Set: a control room as much as possible – with a banner or sign that reads “10 

Ways to Survive Being in a Quarantine, presented by <your organization> 

 

HOST 

Thank you for joining us!  

 

CO-HOST 

Wooo! 

 

HOST 

I’m <name> and that strange noise you heard was <name> coming to you live from wherever 

the heck they are right now.  

 

CO-HOST 

I am in my room!  

 

HOST 

And tonight we are providing a service to you, perhaps the most important play you’ve ever had 

the pleasure to witness.  

 

CO-HOST 

More useful than Hamlet!  

 

HOST 

Slightly. I mean, who can’t identify with being a prince and having the ghost of their father 

return and set them on a bloody path of revenge? 

 

CO-HOST 

It certainly helped me through my recent family situation!  

 

HOST 

But could Hamlet teach you how to find toilet paper?  

 

CO-HOST 

No. 

 

HOST 

Case closed.  

 

CO-HOST 

Will this play show people how to get toilet paper? 

 

HOST 

No. But it will do everything else!  
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CO-HOST 

Where we’re going, we don’t need toilet paper.  

 

HOST 

I don’t know about that. But without further ado – it is time for 10 WAYS TO SURVIVE 

BEING IN A QUARANTINE. Ooh can we do that with a cool sound effect please? 

 

CO-HOST 

We can try! 

 

HOST 

That’s all we’re doing tonight!   

Creates a sound effect on his computer. Possibly something like “Also Sprach 

Zarathustra” from 2001: A Space Odyssey.  

BEHOLD.  

 Music.  

OUR SHOW. Aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaah. 10 Ways to Survive Being in a Quarantine!  

 Mimes pounding on drums.  
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1. Fall in love with Inanimate Objects 

 

HOST 

Method 1: Fall in Love with Inanimate Objects!  

 

CO-HOST 

A great way to maintain sanity in these difficult times is to have a complicated relationship with 

an object. Let’s see how Peter is doing.  

 Camera switches to PETER.  

 

 PETER’s SET: His room is a complete disaster. It looks like a tornado has struck. 

Nothing is clean. Maybe small children could be discovered under things.  

 PETER’S COSTUME: If possible, Peter is in rags. Maybe he has long scraggly hair or a 

beard. Peter is a complete mess.  

 

PETER 

Yes! Yes I am here. And I am negotiating quarantine VERY WELL. In fact I PREFER it. 

Because I get to spend time with my new best friend…  

 He produces a basketball* with a red handprint on it that looks a little like a face. 

 *This can be any type of ball – simply change the name to whatever is printed on the ball.  

Spalding. Say hello Spalding! 

 Spalding says nothing.  

Ha ha ha he’s shy. He talks alone when we’re alone especially at night, but now that he’s in front 

of a camera he clams up. That’s okay, I can do the talking for both of us! Even though we had 

agreed to both be talking on the camera - that’s fine, that’s fine, that’s totally fine, I’m not upset 

or anything Spalding. Not at all.  

 He puts his hand roughly on Spalding.  

What’s that? Oh I see. Now you got stuff to say? But just quietly? Just to me. Ha ha ha. If it’s 

important, say it for everyone.  

 PETER waits for Spalding to say something. Spalding does not say anything. 

All right then! That’s how we’re gonna do this. You’re just gonna make me look crazy in front 

of all my friends. That’s fantastic. 

 

ANYWAY, Spalding and I have been getting along great. We go for walks to the closet and back 

to my bed, and then sometimes, and this is super fun, we just stare into each other’s eyes. Like 

this.  

 He holds Spalding in front of him.  

It’s magical. You’re so beautiful, Spalding.  

 He waits for a response. Nothing.  

Normally he says it back. Which is nice. It’s nice to hear that, you know? That validation of your 

feelings. But he’s playing hard to get today, I guess. Doesn’t hurt.  

 It hurts. It hurts a lot. He speaks to Spalding.  

I guess I’m not enough for you! Is that it?! Is that what you want to hear?! FINE. I don’t need 

you! I’ve got other friends! 

 He searches around, finds a tennis ball with a face in it.  

Meet Penn! Penn loves me for me! I’ve been in love with Penn the whole time!  
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Camera switches back to HOST.  

 

HOST 

Great to see he’s improving.  

 

CO-HOST 

Doing a lot better.  

 

HOST 

And now Lou is going to share how his inanimate object gets him through the day!  

 Camera switches to LOU’s room.  

 

 LOU’s room is very nerdy.  

 LOU is very nerdy.  

 

LOU 

Hello. Is this thing on? Hello. Yes it is me. Lou. You may not remember my name from school 

because I was always the one sitting in the back. Or getting stuffed into backpacks since we 

don’t have lockers anymore. Or the one who sat out gym class because I didn’t like the outfits.  

 

And I have a special message here for all the ladies. I know that I wasn’t on your radar. I know 

that I’m not the best-looking guy and you’d rather fall for Bryce, the quarterback of the water 

polo horse team or whatever, and yes, he’s super attractive and nice and talented and all that, but 

I have something Bryce doesn’t have… 

 He reaches behind his back.  

 Produces a roll of toilet paper.  

Oh yeah. Look at this. This is the real deal, ladies. 4-ply. Count `em. This isn’t your generic 

grocery store off-brand toilet paper that’s the last thing left on the shelf. Oh no. This is pure. 

White Gold. This feels like a cloud, or possibly a Pomeranian, or a cloud of Pomeranian puppies. 

You know what I’m talking about. And it could all be yours…  

 

This even had a picture of a baby on it. Why do they put pictures of babies on toilet paper? 

Babies aren’t using toilet paper. At least no babies I’ve ever met. Are they suggesting that this 

toilet paper feels like a baby? Cause that’s weird.  

 

Anyway, where was I? 

 He produces a second roll of toilet paper.  

WHOAH. Am I right? I will be taking applications for new best friends after the show. In the 

meantime, dare to dream… Dare… to dream…  

 He seductively flaunts the toilet paper in front of the camera 

 

 Camera switches back to HOST.  

 

HOST 

I’ll be your friend! 
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CO-HOST 

Shhhh… it’s okay. It’s over.  

 

HOST 

I miss you, 4-ply. I miss you so much.  

 

2. Perform in Your Own Musicals With your Pets 

 

CO-HOST 

It’s time for our second method! Method 2! Perform in your own musicals with your pets! 

 

HOST 

That’s right! You have co-stars with you in your homes! Use them! And you don’t need to pay 

them except with treats! 

 

CO-HOST 

Ella shows us how it’s done!  

 CAMERA up on ELLA’s room.  

 

 ELLA’s set: comfy.  

 ELLA’s costume: if possible, a cat outfit.  

 

 ELLA’s co-stars: as many cats as possible. At least one. Two is better than one. If the 

cats can be made to wear costumes, that would be awesome.  

 

ELLA 

Hey there! I’m Ella! And WELCOME to the most realistic production of CATS ever!  

 She picks one cat up.  

This is Macavity. The Mystery Cat!  

 She looks for another cat.  

And this is one… wait where did that one go?  

Macavity will actually be playing multiple roles I guess. I have more cats around here, but I 

think some of them are under the bed.  

 She tries to reach under the bed.  

Come to Mama Rum-Tum-Tugger! Ow! 

He’s shy.  

I asked my Mom if we could get sixteen extra cats for this show and she got in her car and drove 

away and I haven’t seen her since. I’m guessing she went to get more cats, but that was three 

days ago so I’m beginning to wonder.  

 

Also, if you would like to bring cats to my house, that would be AMAZING. Just drop them off 

in crates on my front doorstep. And they will be LOVED and HUGGED and thrust into starring 

roles in this production!  
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Now, as anyone knows, CATS is the story of the Jellicle cats! These guys! Once every blue 

moon, the Jellicle cats get together to enact a live cat sacrifice of one cat to the underworld, and 

the other ones just go on their way for no reason at all. And they sing and dance! Just like this 

guy! 

 She tries to make Macavity sing and dance. Macavity, being a cat, is likely not having it.  

Come on baby dance for Mama! DANCE.  

 She tries to make Macavity dance.  

They’re learning. Slowly. This is coming together. I only need a few more months and many, 

many more cats.  

 She sings to the cats.  

MEMORY 

ALL ALONE IN MY ROOM NOW 

I CAN DREAM OF THE OLD DAYS, WE COULD GO OUTSIDE THEN 

I REMEMBER, THE TIME I DIDN’T LIKE GOING TO SCHOOL 

LET THE MEMORY LIVE AGAIN.  

  

 Now it’s your turn to sing, baby.  

MEOW MEOW 

MEOW MEOW MEOW MEOW MEOW 

 She bows.  

Thank you.  

 

 CAMERA cuts back to the HOST.  

 

HOST 

I think that was better than the movie.  

 

CO-HOST 

Definitely.  

 

HOST 

But Cats isn’t the only musical you can do from your own room.  

 CAMERA switches to JOSIE’s room.  

 

 JOSIE’s room: As much like the catacombs below the Paris Opera house as possible. 

 JOSIE’s costume: a dress.  

 JOSIE’s co-star: A dog. If possible the dog should be wearing a phantom mask. If a 

phantom mask will not work, a cone of shame would also be great. If you have a cape for your 

dog, all the better.  

 

 DRAMATIC music plays (possibly the overture to Phantom) – if JOSIE can play piano it 

would be awesome if she played it. If not she can say it  

 

JOSIE 

DUN DUN DUN DUN  

DUN DUN DUN DUN 
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DUN DUN DUN DUN 

DUN DUN DUN DUN 

 Fog. (Or a well-placed humidifier near the camera.)  

 

 JOSIE sings the first verse to her dog, perhaps holding his paw.  

 

JOSIE 

IN FLOOF HE CAME TO ME, HE SLEEPS IN PLACE 

THE DOG THAT CALLS TO ME AND LICKS MY FACE 

AND DO I PET AGAIN? FOR HIS CUTE FLOOF 

THE FUZZBALL OF THE OPERA IS THERE 

INSIDE MY ROOM 

 JOSIE switches places to sing as the dog, in a dog voice.  

 

<FUZZBALL OF THE OPERA>  

FEEL ONCE AGAIN YOU SEE - GIVE ME A PET 

MY FLOOF IS OVER YOU AND STRONGER YET 

AND THOUGH YOU DON’T ALWAYS GIVE ME A TREAT 

THE FUZZBALL OF THE OPERA IS HERE 

GIVE ME A TREAT 

 JOSIE tries to turn away.  

 

No! I can’t! 

 She takes out a treat, shakily.  

I mustn’t! 

 She sings again, trying to keep the treat away from the dog (possibly failing) 

THOSE WHO HAVE PET YOUR SWEET FUZZY TUMMY 

THEY KNOW THE TREAT YOU SEEK WILL DISAPPEAR 

MY SPIRIT AND YOUR FLOOF ARE REALLY NEAT 

THE FUZBALL OF THE OPERA IS HERE 

GIVE HIM A TREAT 

 She gives him a treat. Cries.  

 Hugs the dog. Maybe gets licks on the face.  

I’ll never leave you, Fuzzball. Now let me see you!  

 She removes the cone of shame (or mask) 

I love you! I’LL NEVER LEAVE YOU! EVER!  

 Hugs the dog again.  

 

 Camera switches back to HOST.  

 

HOST 

Beautiful.  

 

CO-HOST 

I want pets in all the plays from now on.  
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HOST 

You just might get your wish!  

   

3. Fun With Scissors – Or, So Much Crafts 

 

CO-HOST 

And now it’s time for Method 3!  

 

HOST 

A big problem is keeping yourself occupied.  

 

CO-HOST 

How do you spend the time if not planning revenge?  

 

HOST 

Revenge on who? 

 

CO-HOST 

You’ll find out.  

 

HOST 

Jolene has some answers for us in our third method: Fun With Scissors, or, such much crafts! 

 CAMERA switches to JOLENE’s room.  

 

JOLENE’s room is pristine. As is JOLENE. She’s in makeup and looks like a million 

bucks.  

 

JOLENE 

Welcome friends. I’m Jolene, and I’m here to show a wonderful way to spend your time in 

isolation. 

 She smiles blissfully 

One thing that I do to manage stress in these, let’s face it, stressful conditions, ha ha, little joke 

there. I know it wasn’t a great joke or anything, but sometimes it’s the little jokes that aren’t 

funny that’s where the true humor lies.  

 She smiles blissfully.  

So I like to do origami. Which is the traditional Japanese art or technique of folding paper into a 

variety of decorative or representational forms, such as animals or flowers. I learned that from 

the internet.  

 She smiles blissfully.  

I find origami soothing. Let’s learn how to fold a paper crane, shall we? First, take a sheet of 

paper. Next, fold it.  

 She folds a sheet of paper.  

Then you fold it again. And once more just for fun.  

 She folds it twice.  

So much fun. Just an amazing amazing amount of fun. And then…  

 She looks at her paper. She’s trying to keep it together.   
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Um… And I think it goes like this.  

 She folds it. Smile breaking.  

Whoops. Not like that. That was a boo-boo. That was a terrible boo-boo. Just an awful, awful 

mistake made by a person who is failing at this very soothing task.  

 She smiles blissfully.  

And… 

 She tries again.  

Nope. Not that way. Not this way either.  

 She tries to smile blissfully. Fails. She holds up the folded piece of paper.  

Does it look like a crane? It’s a crane, right? THIS IS A CRANE.  THIS IS A SOOTHING 

ORIGAMI CRANE AND I LOVE DOING THIS. I LOVE THIS SO MUCH 

AAAAARRRRRGGGHGHGH! 

 She tears the paper into shreds.  

Actually that part is soothing.  

 Camera switches back to the host.  

 

HOST 

I feel like I learned something.  

 

CO-HOST 

I learned not to go over to Jolene’s house.  

 

HOST 

No problem there.  

 

CO-HOST 

Let’s see what Pascal’s up to. 

 Camera shifts to Pascal.  

 

 PASCAL’s set: He is in a garage or outdoor workspace.  

 PASCAL’s costume: He is wearing overalls, or work gear, with protective goggles.  

 

PASCAL 

All right! Hey everybody! Pascal here!  

And I am learning all kinds of new things in this quarantine! Like how to hide from the rest of 

my family! And the best place to go is here in the garage! And today, I will be showing you how 

to build a birdhouse. A birdhouse? That’s right!  

 

I know that you’re thinking, why do the birds need houses, Pascal? Don’t they build nests for 

themselves? Aren’t you just encouraging the birds to be lazy and not do their own work by 

providing subsidized housing for them? Think about it: You don’t build squirrel houses. I don’t 

see anyone building a deer house out there. Those animals have to live outside like animals and 

all of a sudden you’re privileging birds over the other animals? What the heck are you doing?  

 PASCAL laughs, then thinks about it.  
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You know you actually make some pretty good points there. I mean, do the birds need our help? 

Those dudes can FLY. All the other animals can’t fly, they have to walk on the ground like idiots 

and we’re making stuff for birds?! Birds POOP on your head. Do other animals poop on your 

head? No. Does a deer come out of the woods, climb up the side of your house, lean over the 

gutter, and poop on your head when you walk outside? No, deer do not do that.  

 

Not to mention the fact that birds are free, right? They can fly ANYWHERE. It’s like they’re 

super-beings and I’m just stuck to the crust of the earth like a fool. They’re not in quarantine. 

They’re not worried about getting a stupid virus. They’re basically running the show right now! 

Everywhere I look outside it’s birds, no people! Birds are in charge. And I’m supposed to make 

them a house? I’m supposed to use my time in here to create something for a lazy, ignorant bird 

that can’t even figure out how to make its own nest? 

 

NO. NO MORE. I WILL NOT MAKE A BIRDHOUSE TODAY.  

Short pause.  

Yeah so I do my best thinking in the garage.  

 

HOST 

It’s nice to have a hobby.  

 

CO-HOST 

Venting is a great hobby.  

 

HOST 

My favorite.  

 

4. I am Good at Sports Now – No One Can Stop Me 

 

CO-HOST 

Method 4: I am Good at Sports Now – No One Can Stop Me.  

 

HOST 

Remember when you were a child and you thought you were good at things?  

 

CO-HOST 

Yes.  

 

HOST 

And then you encountered other children and you realized you were terrible at those things?  

 

CO-HOST (sadly) 

Yes.  

 

HOST 

Well now, without competition, you can be the athlete you always had delusions of being!  

 Camera up on TASH.  
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 SET: As much like a basketball court as possible. Could be inside, could be outside. 

Could be a tiny little hoop over a dresser or something.  

 COSTUME: TASH wears athletic gear. She may not be all that athletic in real life.  

 

 TASH has set up her room as a basketball court. She has a makeshift hoop set up on one 

side of the room. She wears athletic gear.  

 

TASH 

For those of you just tuning in now, we’ve got a barnburner! The Libertyville Monarchs, led by 

the all-conference Tash Johnson, are down by 2 to the Motorville Motorheads. It has been a 

stunning display of athleticism from Johnson, who has scored a season high 87 points, grabbed 

42 rebounds and recorded 27 blocks. I’ve never seen anything like it.  

 (She becomes another announcer)  

`I haven’t seen anything like it either, Dave. We are witnessing the birth of a new basketball 

goddess.’ 

`This like the first time I saw LeBron James, except so much better than that.’  

`She is already the greatest basketball player that has ever lived. Or ever will live. Or will ever 

live in alternate dimensions.’ 

`And here! We! Go!’ 

 TASH passes the ball to herself as she announces at the same time.  

Johnson inbounds to Johnson, she spins, OMG the moves, the moves are ridiculous – the ball 

handling on display is magical – IT’S SO MAGICAL 

 The ball-handling is not magical.  

She goes through the legs, and then through the legs, and then over the head of the defender, she 

launches from LONG DISTANCE!  

 TASH shoots the ball – she misses very badly –  

Just off the rim! Johnson grabs the rebound! She puts it up… 

 Misses badly 

Grabs the rebound again! No one can stop her!  

 She “dribbles” out for another 3-pointer –  

The clock is counting down – 3 2 1  

 Misses terribly 

3…….. 2….  

 Misses terribly again 

1……  

 Misses 

One half….   

 She puts it in, or dunks it –  

And a foul! That’s it! We’re just going to assume she makes the free throw! THE MONARCHS 

HAVE WON! The crowd goes wild even though it’s social distanced at six feet apart from each 

other! They’re losing their minds! They’re storming the court! This is the greatest moment in 

basketball history! I can’t believe what I’ve just seen! AAAAAAAAH! And they’re carrying her 

off the court!  

 TASH pretends to be hoisted on the shoulders of other people and carried off. She 

stumbles, then flops out of the view of the camera.  
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HOST 

I didn’t think she was gonna pull that out.  

 

CO-HOST 

Shocking. I thought the Motorheads had that one.  

 

HOST 

They totally blew it.  

 

CO-HOST 

I lost a lot of money on that one.  

 

HOST 

And there are other imaginary sports as well! 

 Camera switches to MARVIN.  

 

 MARVIN’s room is set up like a casino (if possible) – 

 MARVIN is dressed like a competitive poker player. Hat. Dark glasses. Maybe some 

chips in front of him.  

 

MARVIN (as an announcer)  

Here we are at the final table of the World Solitaire Championships… As always, the young 

challenger, Marvin Benoit has cut a swath of destruction through the field. Imperturbable and so 

so exceptionally handsome, he has had an answer for everything the cards thrown at him. And 

now it’s down to this… The final table… And here comes the prize money –  

 MARVIN dumps out some money on the table – hopefully in the form of a large change 

jar.  

The largest ever purse for the World Solitaire Championships. Just over eleventy-four billion 

dollars. Enough for Benoit to write his ticket anywhere. If he can only keep it together in this 

last, most intense, hand of Solitaire.   

 MARVIN starts doing breath exercises. It’s so intense.  

And the first cards are coming down face down as always.  

 He lays out his cards.  

Brilliant form, really. The kind of spectacular card placement we’ve been seeing all tournament. 

And here we go. You could cut the tension in here with a knife. Like a really sharp knife. Also 

an imaginary knife. You can really see the stress starting to show on Benoit’s face.  

 MARVIN looks really stressed. He take some more deep breaths. Stretches. Then flips 

over the first card dramatically.  

He can’t like that! Not a good sign for Benoit! Oh he is in trouble now!  

 Straining mightily, he flips over the second card.  

This is a bloodbath. I’ve never seen someone go down so deep after just two cards. You can tell 

the pressure is really getting to him now.  

 MARVIN puts his face in his hands. Then guts it out.  

Oh he is reaching into his steely core for whatever reserves of sanity and strength he had.  

 He flips over the remaining five cards.  
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One Two Three OMG I can’t take this I can’t take this! Look at them all! Look at those glorious, 

glorious cards. I just don’t see anyway for him to win. There is no way out. Might as well pack 

up and go home.  

 MARVIN cheats by switching two of the cards.  

Oh my goodness he is using the tried and true method of Solitaire players everywhere by 

cheating when no one is looking. Did anyone see? No one has seen him cheat, therefore it is 

legal.  

 He cheats again and again.  

And that is it! Benoit has won the championship! 

 MARVIN stands up, possibly flips the cards into the air, throws the money on himself. 

Hurts himself.  

 

MARVIN 

I’m going to Disneyland! When it reopens. At some point. In the future! Woo! Also I will still 

stay six feet away from other people at Disneyland! So I’m probably not going there! But I think 

about it! Woooooo! 

 

HOST 

I’m excellent at Solitaire when no one is looking too.  

 

CO-HOST 

You’re only cheating yourself.  

 

HOST 

That’s why I win.  

5. William Shakesbear 

 

CO-HOST 

But now we are on method 5! 

 

HOST 

The plays of William Shakesbear.  

 

CO-HOST 

That’s Shakespeare.  

 

HOST 

No you heard me.  

 CAMERA switches to SAHRA’s room.  

 

 SAHRA’s SET: The top of a castle, scaled for teddy bears.  

 SAHRA’s costumes: Armor for bears, (if possible) or other Shakespearean-style outfits. 

Possibly wearing kilts?  

 

 MACBEAR enters, with sword.  

<MACBEAR> Why should I play the Roman fool, and die 
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On mine own sword? Whilst I see life, the gashes 

Do better upon them.  

 

 MACDUCK, (hopefully a stuffed duck – please have a stuffed duck, or other bird-type 

creature) enters, with sword. If possible, he also speaks with a thick Scottish accent.  

 

<MACDUCK> Macbear! Turn, hell-hound, turn!  

<MACBEAR>Macduck! Of all ducks else I have avoided thee 

But get thee back! My soul is too much charged 

With blood of thine already!  

<MACDUCK>I have no words: 

My voice is in my sword! 

 They fight. Back and forth.  

<MACBEAR>Thou losest labour: 

I bear a charmed life, which must not yield, 

To one of woman born.  

<MACDUCK> Despair thy charm; 

And let the angel whom thou still has served 

Tell thee: Macduck was born from a DUCK!  

<MACBEAR> Oh no shoot.  

<MACDUCK> That’s right, sucker!  

 MACDUCK stabs MACBEAR.  

<MACDUCK> Boo ya!  

<MACBEAR> Tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow 

 MACDUCK stabs MACBEAR again.  

<MACDUCK> What part of boo ya didn’t you understand? 

 MACBEAR dies.  

 MACDUCK looks around.  

<MACDUCK> Now what?  

 

HOST 

But it’s not just terrible tragedies that are fun to perform with stuffed animals.  

 

CO-HOST 

No wait it is terrible tragedies that are the most fun to perform with stuffed animals.  

 

HOST 

How about a terrible tragedy where everyone dies?  

 Camera switches to REAGAN’s room.  

 

 REAGAN’s set: a spooky open plain, with two thrones.  

 Costumes: Typically Shakespearean for stuffed animals – as much as possible.  

 FROGIUS and FURTRUDE sit on the thrones. 

 HOOTLET (I really hope HOOTLET is an owl, but if you don’t have an owl, use a non-

bear stuffed animal and change names accordingly – Howltlet, Froglet, Mouselet, etc…) and 

BEARTES square off with swords. 
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REAGAN 

Just to catch everybody up – Frogius killed Hootlet’s father and then married Queen Furtrude. 

Hootlet’s father showed up and told Hootlet hey I was killed you need to go out there and 

revenge my death. Hootlet was like that’s crazy man, but sure dad. And then Hootlet killed 

Beartes’ father for no reason, and so now Beartes is like `hey man you killed my Dad I liked my 

Dad’ and Hootlet is like `I don’t care my dad’s dead too what’ and then Hootlet’s girlfriend 

killed herself cause Hootlet was mean and now Beartes and Hootlet are about to duel. Except 

Frogius has poisoned the Laertes’ blade and also he poisoned the cup too in case Hootlet was 

thirsty. Simple.  

 

 <HOOTLET> Come Beartes.  

 <BEARTES> Come, my lord.  

 They fight. Hootlet stabs Beartes.  

 <HOOTLET> One.  

 <BEARTES> Nope.  

 <HOOTLET> Judgment.  

 <FROGIUS> A hit. A palpable hit.  

 <HOOTLET> Told ya.  

 <BEARTES> Didn’t count. You missed me dude.  

 <HOOTLET> He just said a hit, a palpable hit.  

 <BEARTES> I didn’t hear that.  

 <HOOTLET>He said it! He totally said it!  

 Beartes stabs Hootlet while he’s complaining.  

 <BEARTES> One.  

 <HOOTLET> Oh come on! 

 <QUEEN FURTRUDE> I’m thirsty.  

 <FROGIUS> No Furtrude!  

 Queen Furtrude drinks the poisoned cup.  

 <QUEEN FURTRUDE> Ack poison shoot I’m dead arrggh.  

 She dies.  

 <FROGIUS> No!  

 Beartes drops his sword and Hootlet picks it up.  

 

 <HOOTLET> O villainy! Seek it out!  

 <BEARTES> It is here, Hootlet. Hootlet, thou art slain.  

 The treacherous instrument is in thy hand, 

 Unbated and envenomed.  

 The king, the king’s to blame.  

 

 <HOOTLET> The point! Envenomed too! 

 Then, venom, to the work.  

 Hootlet stabs FROGIUS.  

 

 <FROGIUS> Ah dang it.  

 FROGIUS dies.  
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 BEARTES dies.  

 HOOTLET staggers around as the poison works on him.  

 

 <HOOTLET> The rest… is silence. Arrrrrrgh.  

 HOOTLET dies. Maybe the whole set collapses.  

 

REAGAN 

And pretty much everybody else dies too.  

 REAGAN dumps additional stuffed animals onto the field of battle.  

 Camera switches back to HOST.  

 

HOST 

Well done. Greatest play ever.  

 

CO-HOST 

I think we’ve had enough senseless death, though.  

 

6. Catch up on your Studies 

 

CO-HOST 

Method 6: Catch up on your studies!  

 

HOST 

Fun!  

 

CO-HOST 

Super fun!  

 Camera switches to ALISON, studying. 

 

 ALISON’s set: A desk, with papers and books from her math class.  

 ALISON’s costume: Studious.  

 

ALISON 

Hi everyone! I’m Alison and I’m here to help you! This is a difficult time for everyone, but I 

think the best way to forget about everything is put your nose down and really focus on school 

right now. I am and I LOVE IT. I am learning so much! Yes I have three little sisters that are 

driving me crazy, but guess what? I can lock and bolt my door and booby-trap the hallway so 

they can’t get at me! I just put some headphones on, dive into trigonometry, and ignore their 

little screams. Numbers are my friends now.  

 

Speaking of friends, I am actually running a special right now for math help. If you need 

someone to do your math homework for you, just email me, and I will do it. Because I do not 

want to do anything else. It’s math math math math math math math all day here! Ha ha ha ha! 

So happy.  
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Speaking of math: I’m only charging three dollars and fifty five cents per assignment. Then, I 

email the assignments back to you, you put your own name on it, and turn it in as your own 

work! I offer bulk rates as well, ten assignments for thirty two dollars, which is a savings of 

10.94%. Again, MATH. I love it! Also, May is my special Algebra sale – 5% off all Algebra 

homework. Look for more –  

 She picks up her phone.  

Hello? You’re saying that’s illegal and I shouldn’t be talking about it online? Oh. Okay.  

 She puts down her phone.  

I did not realize that selling math homework was illegal. This changes my business plan 

significantly.  

 She takes out a ledger.  

Luckily I’ve been studying economics, so that I know when something is illegal, it becomes a 

LOT more expensive! 

Therefore, my rates have changed! Twenty two dollars per assignment! I will be using the extra 

revenue to hire goons who will enforce collection policies – they will be breaking your legs in a 

responsible manner. THIS IS SO FUN! Seriously. Buy now while you still can. I am your only 

hope. Without me you are doomed.  

 She gets close to the camera.  

You won’t regret this.  

 

HOST 

It’s good to see someone of our students are putting their minds to brilliant criminality.  

 

CO-HOST 

It’s really the American way.  

 

HOST 

But maybe someone out there is really studying well?  

 Camera shifts to TORRANCE, on a computer. 

 *If possible, this scene can break in and out.   

 

 TORRANCE’s room is a mess. Many empty bags of chips.  

 TORRANCE does not look like he has slept in days.  

 Nothing works here. Nothing is working.  

 

TORRANCE 

Hey thanks guys! My name is Torrance and I’m here to show you exactly how great distance 

learning has been for me! Cause it’s been um… it’s been a thing. It has definitely… been a thing.  

 

Uh… so the first thing I do is log into my email…  

 He tries to log into his email. Fails.  

And right now my computer is not on speaking terms with other computers so that’s cool – but 

that’s all right, because I can log in to access the help page that the district has made.  

 Tries to access Help Page.  

Which is currently off-line, which is fine. So I can’t get to that. I’ve also forgotten my password, 

so I can’t get a new password sent to me because there are a lot of requests for new passwords or 
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something – I don’t know, there’s only so much internet I guess, and it doesn’t reach my house. 

That’s cool. That’s fine. I am working through it.  

 

Mostly I’m just trying to imagine what my teachers are trying to teach right now. Since I can’t 

log in to anything or get anything to work or get anyone to help me or scream loud enough so 

that rescue workers can find me.  

 

So anyway, my teachers are not assigning homework – at least my imaginary teachers aren’t, 

because they are very respectful of my time and want to make sure that I have the most fun 

quarantine possible. But I keep trying. Kind of. A little bit. You know – just making the effort 

every day for a good five or six minutes and then calling it. There’s no use bashing your head 

into a wall over and over again, right? At some point you have to just assume that learning is not 

for you.  

 

To be honest, learning was not for me before this anyway, so I guess my teachers are not 

surprised I’m not able to log in. Although, my imaginary teachers are super chill about it. 

They’re really impressed.  

 

Oh shoot I think my connection is screwing up.  

 He works on the camera.  

Low battery? What does that mean?  

 

Back to the HOST.  

 

HOST 

My heart just grew three sizes watching that.  

 

CO-HOST 

The children are our future.  

 

HOST 

Terrifying.  

 

7. Get Really Involved in the Lives of Squirrels Outside Your Window 

 

CO-HOST 

Which brings us to Method 7! 

 

HOST 

Get Really Involved in the Lives of Squirrels Outside Your Window!  

 

CO-HOST 

With limited options for television these days, you can watch the Wild Kingdom outside!  

 

 CAMERA switches to NEIMA.  
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 SET: We are near NEIMA’s window. (It would be great if we could see outside to a tree, 

but no worries if not possible.) There are Many snacks near the windows. Also some journals.  

 COSTUME: NEIMA has been wearing the same clothes for a LONG time.  

 

NEIMA 

Shhhhhhhh… 

 She brings the camera closer to the window.  

Don’t ruin it. Okay. Hold on.  

 She looks out the window.  

Oh darn it they’re not there! But they could come back at any minute, so…  

 She moves the camera far away from the window.  

So let me tell you about the latest updates between Kim and Kanye! It has been off-the-chain 

recently. So much drama. I can’t even half the time. I’m watching and I’m like, I shouldn’t even 

be watching this, you know? This is INTENSE.  

 

I have been taking notes. Here we go: 

 She opens one of several journals.  

`They are so beautiful. Perfection. With those soft puffy tails and little noses. They don’t have a 

care in the world. Such a beautiful happy home. Kanye goes out and gets the acorns and he gives 

them to Kim. She loves him so much.’  

 She flips forward.  

Day 2: When Kanye was out today gathering nuts, a new squirrel appeared: Stanley. He’s sleek 

and skinny like a sewer rat – I hate him so much. But he goes up to Kim and KIM GAVE HIM 

ACORNS. Nooo! THOSE WERE KANYE’S ACORNS! He found those and she gives them to 

Stanley! Later, Kanye comes home and where are all the nuts? Oh Kim ate them all I guess you 

furry cow. But Kanye doesn’t know what’s going on – HE GOES BACK OUT, BECAUSE 

THAT’S THE KIND OF SQUIRRELL HE IS. He knows nothing.  

 She flips forward.  

Day 8: Kim went out for acorns today and Kanye stayed back. Stanley arrives and IT. IS. ON, 

Y’ALL. It’s like squirrel MMA in that tree. Get him, Kanye! Get that thieving rat! Up and down 

the tree! Stanley will not be back. Mark my words.  

 She flips forward 

Day 9: Stanley is back. Kim gave him acorns. They are trash. They are so much trash.  

 Flips forward 

Day 12: Kanye is the king of TRASH. Kim went out today and two red squirrels showed up – 

Bridget and Jennifer. And Kanye was all ABOUT them. I have seen squirrels do things that I 

didn’t think squirrels did. I can’t even with him. No wonder she was giving nuts to Stanley. 

Stanley is a prince.  

 Flips forward 

Day 15: Milo arrived today. Milo is one sweet-looking squirrel. They are falling for his 

nonsense.  

 Flips forward 

Day 17: I can’t even with any of them. But I am still Team Kim till I die and then… oh who is 

this bunny sniffing around? This will not end well.  

 

 CAMERA back to the host.  
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HOST 

And it’s not just squirrels that have the drama!  

 

 CAMERA switches to ANNA.  

 

 ANNA’s SET: Near a window.  

 ANNA’s costume: Anna has also not changed her clothes in a while, but she is hopeful. 

 

ANNA 

I never thought she was going to make it. It was impossible. The tree branch is probably twenty 

feet from my window. There are simply limits to what can be done. And this was… this was 

beyond.  

 She moves to the window.  

I was standing here when I saw her. She was getting ready. And I was like, `YOU’LL NEVER 

MAKE IT! TURN BACK! FOR PETE’S SAKE, STOP WHAT YOU’RE DOING! THIS IS 

MADNESS!’ She didn’t listen. Probably because she doesn’t speak English. Or hear things 

maybe I don’t know.  

 

There’s no way a medium-sized spider can make a web twenty feet across.  

 Shouts out the window 

WHAT ARE YOU TRYING TO CATCH, IDIOT?! BIRDS?! 

 

But I tell you something: people out there… She leapt from that branch with a filament of silk 

coming out her backside and she caught the breeze just so and… soared to my window. She. 

Made. It. I was still skeptical. Sure you make it across once, but a web requires you to make 

many, many trips so there’s no way you’re going to be able to make it back to the tree! Give up! 

You’re doomed! You’ll never make it!  

 

Friends?  

 

She launched herself AGAIN – and AGAIN she made it to the tree. I was stunned. Was this the 

greatest spider athlete in the history of the world? Am I watching the Michael Jordan of spiders? 

Is she not bound by the laws of physics?!  

 

And yeah I realize I’m using female pronouns here for this spider but I’m pretty sure she was a 

lady since all the boys get eaten immediately after mating. You learned something.  

 

I watched for seven hours as that spider beat the odds. Strand after strand after stand.  

 

And I thought to myself: She didn’t listen to the naysayers. She didn’t care what the crowd was 

saying. She knew what she was capable of. And that’s a lesson to all of us out there. Don’t let 

yourself be afraid. If you can dream it, you can do it. If you believe you can build a deadly trap 

two thousand times your body length and murder as much as life as possible, you can do that.  

 

Then later a bird flew through it and destroyed the whole thing. So I’m not sure what that means.  
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 Camera switches back to HOST.  

 

HOST 

I learned that nature is not boring.  

 

8. Sleep, Live in Pajamas, Eat Chocolate 

 

CO-HOST 

And now we come to the most popular survival method!  

 

HOST 

Number 8. Sleep, Live in Pajamas, Eat Chocolate, Binge Watch Shows.  

 

CO-HOST 

Or… your weekend is now your life.  

 Camera switches to TOBY.  

 

 TOBY’S SET: Also a couch. Pillows. Blankets. Many many snack bags.  

 TOBY’s COSTUME: a mix of workout gear and pajamas.  

 

 TOBY is laying down.  

 

TOBY 

YO! I AM HERE TO HELP YOU WITH PHYSICAL FITNESS!  

 

Sorry hold on. That took a lot of energy to vocalize like that.  

 

All right! Second wind! Wooo! Are you ready to transform your body and your life?! Don’t 

answer that. I don’t need to know. I’m just gonna assume the answer is YES TOBY!  

 

All right then! Ready? I want you to take your weights.  

 TOBY has a candy bar in each hand. 

First, mentally prepare for what you are about to do. Breathe in. Breathe out. That’s right. 

Loosen those muscles. All right then.  

 

And 1 2 3 –  

 TOBY strains to curl the candy bars to his mouth and takes a bite of one of them.  

Release –  

 

And 1 2 3 

 TOBY strains to curl the candy bars to his mouth again and takes another bite.  

Release –  

 

And 1 2 3 
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TOBY strains to curl the candy bars to his mouth again and takes another bite. He shouts 

as much as possible while chewing.   

KEEP GOING! YOU CAN DO THIS! I BELIEVE IN YOU!  

And 1 2 3 

 TOBY curls the candy bars again – takes another bite – 

FEEL THE BURN! FEEL IT! DON’T GIVE UP NOW!  

And 1 2 3 OH MY SWEET FLUFFY KITTY THIS IS DIFFICULT!  

 TOBY curls the candy bars again – bites – 

AAAAAARRHGHG 

1 2 3 FIGHT THROUGH THE PAIN  

 TOBY curls the candy bars again – bites –  

 He flops down, exhausted.  

 Takes a moment to gather himself.  

All right. You did it. Now for the reclined chip press.  

 Takes a bag of chips – lays down,  

And 1 2 3  

 Lifts a chip away from his mouth, then back down into his mouth.  

I LOVE ALL YOU GUYS.  

 

 Camera switches back to the HOST.  

 

HOST 

Stunning.  

 

CO-HOST 

I feel like these exercises were made for me.  

 

 Camera switches to JAMAL’s room.  

 JAMAL’s set: An entire cocoon of sleeping bags, blankets, pillows. Basically a pillow-

fort.  

 JAMAL’s costume: pajamas.  

 

JAMAL 

I was made for this. This is my moment to shine. Because I have been preparing for this my 

entire life. Saturday mornings, I don’t even think about getting out of bed before two in the 

afternoon, and even then I just make my way to the fridge, get something to eat, and then go 

back to my bed to have my breakfast. That’s how I roll. Most days I don’t change clothes. I 

shower on Tuesdays.  

 

So let me lay it out for all you newbies out there:  

 

First, you’re gonna want to make sure that you have a stash of batteries near you for your remote 

control. Nothing worse than having to actually get up to get new batteries for your remote. That 

is a nightmare no one wants to see, honestly. I also suggest having duplicate remotes in case you 

lose the first one in some type of cushiony place. I know not everybody is on that level – but I 
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have four identical remotes in this room right now. They all work the T.V. They can all handle 

the Netlflix. I am good.  

 

Next you went to consider your comfort level, which is key. Mine is currently set to jell-o. 

Which is, I want to feel like I am submerged in jell-o and just hanging there suspended in a 

pillowy lime green emulsion. I want no pressure on my limbs at all.  

 

If you have zippers on your clothes, you are doing this wrong.  

 

Also important – how much food do you have in your room right now? Double it. Then double it 

again.  

 He reaches into a pillow and removes a pretzel* 

 *Or other snack.  

Check it. I got so much food in this room I don’t even know where it is. I roll over – I crush 

something –  

 He rolls over, crushes something, reaches beneath him and pulls out another snack.  

That goes into the mouth. Safest place for your snacks is in your stomachs.  

 

Most important of all – do not lose hope. You can achieve supreme laziness with a little bit of 

effort. Remember it only take a little bit of effort now to make sure you never have to make any 

effort again ever. Peace. I’m going to bed.  

 

 Camera switches back to HOST.  

 

HOST 

They give me hope.  

 

CO-HOST 

We can get through this if we just don’t do much.  

 

HOST 

Exactly.  

 


