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Applied Technology
A Christmas Carol Design Plan
The Computech Theatre is producing the show A Christmas Carol on December 9, 2016. Due to the current limited resources of the Computech Theatre, multiple considerations need to be planned for in order for the show to be a success.
Costumes
	The show is set in London, England, in 1843. The casting plan is to have five single characters with no costume changes and the rest of the cast as multiple characters with many costume changes. All multiple characters will wear a basic costume of a white, long sleeved, button up shirt and black bottoms. Boys will wear slacks and girls will wear skirts with a petticoat beneath. Cast members will provide their own white shirt and black shoes. The costume pieces for the multiple characters we will need are: bonnets, mourning coats, overcoats, capes, top hats, “newsie” hats, shawls. The ghosts will be distinct in their looks: Past: angelic, white. Present: very Christmas-y in greens and reds. Yet to come: classic grim reaper, scary hands, black cloak.
	Computech’s costume closet is extremely limited in its period pieces, therefore all costume pieces will be rented from Fresno State University. The total for that rental is $765. We will get the costumes in early November so we can rehearse with the quick changes for a full month before show. All rehearsals will use the costumes once they are assigned to characters. Every character needs a dresser backstage to help with their quick changes.
Set
	The set will be very simple and sparse. The show will use the metal set pieces we are storing for the local theatre group. We will paint them dark brown to represent wood. The stairs, tower and smaller boxes will be set up as the platform upstage center. This will represent Scrooge’s house and a level for the ghosts and Scrooge to watch the world. Three chairs and three boxes will be used as the movable set during the show. Every set crew member will have a set piece assigned to them for the show.
	A fog machine will be used during the Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come’s entrance. The machine needs to be set upstage with a fan behind it to blow the fog downstage.
Makeup
	The makeup will be representational for all “human” characters such as Scrooge and people. The makeup will be fantastical for the ghosts. Scrooge will be made up to look like an old man including whiskers, eyebrows and grey hair. The Ghost of Christmas Past will have snowflakes and jewels spirit gummed to her face. Her base colors will be white and blue. She needs to look ethereal and angelic. The Ghost of Christmas Present will have holly drawn on her face and red jewels spirit gummed on to represent the holly berries. Her base colors will be red and green. Her eyes need to be bright and her face needs to glow. The Ghost of Christmas Yet To Come will have his face completely blacked out. No features can be distinguishable so when he lifts his head all the audience will see is black. Ensure his neck is also blacked out.
	Computech purchased makeup from TheatreHouse.com in the amount of $1301.95. This includes 4 old age kits, 4 crème kits, and 4 cake kits. These are the kits to be used on the show. We will have a makeup run where all dressers for each character will learn to apply basic representational makeup. The makeup artists for the ghosts will follow the design faces provided by Mrs. Hibler. Scrooge’s old man makeup and facial hair will be applied by Mrs. Hibler.
Sound
	Due to the many costume changes and hat removals for the multiple characters, none of those cast members will wear mics. Therefore, all cast members must project. Scrooge, the ghosts of Past and Present, and Bob Cratchit can all wear body mics. Music will be played during the Fezziwig party scene and needs to fade out. Extra batteries will be needed. Be sure to change Scrooge’s battery at intermission.
	A bell is required throughout the show. A sound crew member needs to be backstage and ring the bell for each cue. An actual bell will be used for its organic sound rather than a digital bell.
Lights
[bookmark: _GoBack]	This is the greatest need for the show. All stage lights have been changed and are working, however, the stage as a whole needs more light. The media design class can provide us with three flood, stand alone lights. These will be placed in house on either end of the stage. Ensure the cords are taped to the floor to avoid trips. The placement of the lights is important and has a few considerations:  1- position so as to fill the stage as best as possible. 2- position so as to not impede an audience member’s view. A lighting crew member needs to stand at the light switches on the wall in Wings Left to control the lights for blackouts and all cues.
